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We see here, indeed, the beginnings of that widening fissure
in the Conservative Party which was in the end to bring down
the Coalition. Thus on the 8th May, 1918, we find Carson
protesting (in The Times) " against the revival of the Home
Rule controversy as rending asunder the Unionist Party, this
main support of the Government." The action, he went on to
point out, of Nationalists, Sinn Fein and the Catholic hierachy
had demonstrated how useless Imperial reservations and paper
safeguards must be in any Irish settlement. He pointed also to
the statements of Mr. Barnes and the appointment of Mr. Shortt
(who had opposed conscription for Ireland) as Chief Secretary
as evidence that the Government were not sincere in their
intentions. " Do the Government really contemplate," he asked
scornfully, "that after setting up an Irish Government opposed
to Conscription their first act will be to fall foul of a Government
of their own creation ? "
Moreover, " the Government have the clearest information
in their possession that the Sinn Fein organisation is and has
been in alliance with Germany." Had they calculated what part
that organisation would play in any Irish Government ? Where
then was the benefit to the prosecution of the war, which was
and must be the ruling consideration ?
Loyal Ulster was calm because it did not believe that Mr.
Bonar Law and Mr. Walter Long would ever be a party to the
breach of specific pledges; but let them not mistake her calm
for weakness. He appealed to the Unionist Members of the
Government to reconsider the matter before they were led into
a fratricidal conflict at a time when their energies should be
devoted to the prosecution of the war.
Thus these loyalties which guided his life were forcing Carson
more and more into opposition to that Government of which
he had so recently been a member.